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If a Little Fire is Good, Then a Whole 
Lot is Better! 
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Quit Worrying About It and Burn It! 
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Getting More Fire on the Ground: The 
How, Why and Where? 
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Fire Past and 
Present 



Native American 
fire had the 

largest impact on 
the landscape 



Fire in Europe became feared and hated 
due to people settling in towns-fire 
caused loss of life and property. 
 
Towns were made of straw and wood-
easily devoured by fire 
 
Fire became evil, associated with rituals 
and witchcraft 
 
 



 
What we are told about fire as 
a child? 

–Don’t play with fire 

–Don’t play with matches 

–Don’t you will get burned! 

–If you play in the fire you will 
wet the bed 

–Get away from that fire! 

 

 



Bambi 

•Introduced in 1943 

•Had a pro-fire 

ecology message 

•Did anyone get it? 

•Tried to make Bambi 

a fire prevention 

character 



Smokey Bear 

•Began in 1944 from a ad 

agency in Los Angles 

•The famous message 

appeared in 1947 Only you….. 

•Then in 1950 a cub was found 

in the Lincoln National Forest  

•Sent to National Zoo in DC, 

died there in 1976 

•So popular had his own zip 

code 

•New message- Only you can 

prevent wildfires 

•How do you combat this anti-

fire icon 



Why Fire? 



From Guyette et al. Ecosystems 2012 



From Guyette et al. Great Plains Research 2015 



East of Woodward, OK 1995 and 2012 



SW of Stillwater, OK 1995 and 2012 



Clipped cedar, No Fire 1995 and 2011 



Prescribed fire 

use is on the 

the increase! 
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Why Fire? 



Wildfire Locally 
-2011 40,000 acre 
wildfire in OK $5 
million to suppress 
-2009 $30 million in 
property damage due 
to wildfire in OK 
-2011 in TX $500 
million in insured 
losses, plus $48 
million in suppression 



Wildfire Nationally 
 



Wildfire The Real Cost! 
 



How Do You Get Fire on Private Land? 
NE 97.2%...KS 98.1%…OK 95.4%...TX 95.8% 



-How do we get 
Federal wildfire funds 
to private lands? 
 
-What would or could 
we do with a $2 Billion 
prescribed fire 
budget? 
 
-What if wildfire 
suppression goes to 
FEMA? 



-How do we get 
Federal wildfire funds 
to private lands? 
 
-What would or could 
we do with a $2 Billion 
prescribed fire budget? 
 
-What if wildfire 
suppression goes to 
FEMA? 
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What are Burn Associations? 







Prescribed Burn Associations 

2012 survey of 27 PBAs   
 

Goals and  

Objectives of Burns 

 

 

 

   



Prescribed Burn Associations 
 2012 survey of PBAs  

1,094 burns conducted 

422 

21 

348 

303 

Number of Fires Conducted  

Nebraska

Kansas

Texas

Oklahoma



Prescribed Burn Associations 
 2012 survey of PBAs  

472,235 acres burned 

91,416 

23,970 

188,515 

168,334 

Number of Acres Burned 

Nebraska

Kansas

Texas

Oklahoma



Prescribed Burn Associations 
2012 survey of 27 PBAs   
Spotfires-21% 

Escapes-1.5%   

1094 

224 

16 

Spotfire and Escaped Fires 

burns

spotfires

escapes

Insurance Claims-0 
Lawsuits-0 
Volatile Fuels (cedar)-75% 
 



Prescribed Burn Associations 
2012 survey of 27 PBAs   
 

Needs 

Ranked 1 to 6 

1. Training (2.1) 

2. Insurance (2.9) 

3. Membership (3.1) 

4. Equipment (3.4) 

5. Funding (4.8) 

6. New Laws (4.8) 

 

We are equipping and 

funding PBAs, but not 

training them! 

 

 

   



Oklahoma Prescribed Burn Association  

• Formed in 2011 

• Involved key conservation groups in the state 

Goals 

• Working with existing PBAs and forming new ones 

• Working on funding 

• Provide equipment and training 

• Finding group insurance 



Oklahoma Prescribed 

Burn Association  

What Have We Done: 

• 501(c)3 with affiliation 

agreement 

• Statewide radio 

frequency and access to 

radios  

• Donations of fire 

equipment and burn 

trailers 

• Funding through grants 

• Access to online and 

hands-on training 



Oklahoma Prescribed 

Burn Association  

Accomplishments: 

• Website for information, 

posting burn information, 

calendar of events 

www.OK-PBA.org 

• Advocate for the PBA 

• Partnership building with 

other groups throughout 

the state and region 

• Liability insurance  

• Hire regional 

coordinators to work with 

the PBAs 



The Region: 

• Prescribed Burn Alliance 

of Texas 

• Kansas Prescribed Burn 

Association 

• Nebraska Prescribed 

Fire Council 



Alliance of Prescribed 

Burn Associations  

• Formed in 2012 

• Currently working 

within Great Plains 

OK, TX, KS, NE 

• Working for the PBAs 

• Working on regional 

issues 

• Looking to expand 



Artwork by Christine Bieslki 





Prescribed fire 

increase is a 

cultural 

change! 



 

Training the future 
generations in safe 
and proper 
application of fire 
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-PBAs burning during 
burn bans 
 
-PBA influence on 
officials 
 
-Support from state 





What is the Future? 
-Regional Level 
 
-National Level 
 
-Who can help? 
 
-What can you do?  



Prescribed fire is not a tool, 
it is an ecosystem process 

just as important as rainfall. 
 

Prescribed fire a local issue 
with national impacts. 


