
THE MINIMUM SIZE
REQUIREMENTS ARE:

American Eel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 in. or 1lb.
Largemouth Bass . . . . . . . . . . . 20 in. or 5 lbs.
Spotted Bass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18 in. or 3 lbs.
Rock Bass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 in. or 1 lb.
Smallmouth Bass  . . . . . . . . . . . 18 in. or 3 lbs.
Striped Bass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 in. or 10 lbs.
Striper Hybrid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 in. or 8 lbs.
White Bass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17 in. or 2.5 lbs
Bluegill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 in. or 1 lb.
Buffalo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26 in. or 10 lbs.
Bullhead  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15 in. or 2 lbs.
Burbot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16 in. or 1 lb.
Carp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 in. or 15 lbs.
Blue Catfish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 in. or 30 lbs.
Channel Catfish  . . . . . . . . . . . 30 in. or 12 lbs.
Flathead Catfish  . . . . . . . . . . . 32 in. or 15 lbs

Crappie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 in. or 2 lbs.
Drum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 in. or 5 lbs.
Gar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 in. or 8 lbs.
Goldeye  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 in. or 1.5 lbs.
Muskellunge/Tiger Muskie  . . . 40 in. or 15 lbs.
Paddlefish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *45 in.
Yellow Perch  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 in. or 1.25 lbs.
White Perch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 in. or 1 lb.
Northern Pike . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 in. or 10 lbs.
Sauger  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21 in. or 3 lbs.
Saugeye  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23 in. or 5 lbs.
Shovelnose Sturgeon  . . . . . . .28 in. or 2.5 lbs.
Sucker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 in. or 2 lbs.
Sunfish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 in. or 1 lb.
Brook Trout  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 in. or 1 lb.
Brown Trout  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 in. or 4 lbs.
Rainbow Trout  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 in. or 5 lbs.
Walleye  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 in. or 8 lbs.
*From front of eye to natural fork of tail

MASTER ANGLER / STATE RECORD APPLICATION
Please print legibly. See rules.

Name

Address City State Zip

Fishing Permit No. Under 16

Species of fish Weight: lbs. oz. Length: in.

Date caught Released: Yes No

Name of lake or stream County where located

Method of fishing: Rod & Reel Archery Surface spearfishing Underwater spearfishing

Type of bait or lure

Where weighed or measured

Address City Phone

Weight or length witnessed by:

1.
Signature Address

2.
Signature Address

3.
Notary Public (for State Record only)

4.
Game & Parks Commission official species verification (for State Record only)

Species may be verified after State Record application is received. See State Record rules.

Mail to: Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission,
P.O. Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503-0370

If you make an outstanding catch, it
may qualify for either a Game and
Parks Commission State Record or a
Master Angler Award. Application
forms are available from any
Commission office, conservation offi-
cer or permit vendor. Rules include:

STATE RECORD RULES
1. Fish MUST be caught in accordance

with Nebraska Fishing Regulations by
rod and reel (not set lines or limb
lines), underwater spear-fishing, sur-
face spearing, or archery and MUST
be taken from Nebraska waters.

2. Accredited or certified weigh scales
MUST be used to weigh the fish. A
commercial measuring tape or stick
should be used to measure the fish.
The fish should be measured, from the
tip of the mouth (closed) to the tip of
the tail (tail lobes pressed together)
with the fish laying flat on the tape.

3. Only fish that exceed current record by
at least one ounce, are eligible for a
new State Record.

4. Two witnesses, one of which MUST be
a permanent employee of the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission, must
witness the weighing and measuring of
the fish and sign the application.

5. The angler MUST display a Nebraska
fishing permit to the Game and Parks
employee that witnesses the weight on
the application.

6. One clear photograph showing a
close-up sideview of the fish, and one
clear photograph showing the angler
with the fish MUST accompany the
completed application form. All photo-
graphs become the property of the
Commission.

7. The species of fish MUST be verified
by a Nebraska Game and Parks 
fisheries biologist. The fish MUST be
preserved flat until species is verified.

8. The Commission reserves the right to
collect fish scale, tissue or spine sam-
ples to check fish identification, and to
refuse any questionable application
submitted.

9. The Commission reserves the right to
revoke state records if the record hold-
er is found in possession of illegal fish-
ing gear or has been cited for repeated
fishing violations that cast suspicion on
the authenticity of the record catch.

10. No fish caught from any aquaculture
or commercial put-and-take facility is
eligible.

11. The application must be submitted
within 30 days of the date the fish is
caught.

MASTER ANGLER
1. All fish must be taken from Nebraska

waters.
2. If a fish is caught from private waters,

a valid fishing permit is required to
receive the award.

3. Fish must be taken by hook-and-line.
Fish caught on banklines are not eligi-
ble. Fish must be legally hooked,
played and landed by the applicant for
the award.

4. The catch must be verified.This may be
done by an employee of the Game and
Parks Commission, a permit vendor, a
witness or a photograph.

5. Anglers 16 years of age or older must
possess a current Nebraska fishing
permit and enter the permit number on
the application.

6. Only fish immediately released are eli-
gible for an award based on length.
Any fish kept in a livewell or on a
stringer must meet the minimum
weight requirement to receive an
award.

7. Anglers may receive only one award
based on weight per year for each
species. There is no limit on the num-
ber of catch-and-release awards.

8. Anglers who release a Master Angler
fish will receive a “Catch and Release
Master Angler” pin in addition to the
Master Angler certificate.

9. Minimum weights must be met to
qualify for a Master Angler Award for a
harvested fish.

10. Minimum lengths are used strictly for
Master Angler Awards for a fish that
was caught and released.
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