Design Your Own Backyard Campground
Immerse yourself in the world of camping right in your own yard. Complex or simple,
make a campground of your own. Here are suggestions for helping set-up a campsite.

Set-up a tent or shelter

Don’t have a tent?




Build your own shelter
using a tarp, sheets and
sticks, poles, post, fence or
PVC pipe. Hunting blinds
or kids’ play tents also
work. … Or just sleep
directly under the stars.






Locate a flat space, free of sticks, pinecones and debris.
Look up; avoid setting up under dead trees or anything that
may obstruct the full camping affect.
Lay out a tarp on the ground, and put the tent on top.
Orient the tent so your head will be on the uphill side.
Maintain a safe distance from the campfire.
Don’t have a large grass area? Use your porch or driveway.

Build a Campfire





Seek a level area not under low-hanging branches. Keep the fire a safe distance from
buildings and structures.
Encircle the fire using a pit, iron ring, stones, bricks or a large tire rim. A metal oil pan,
charcoal grill base, or a clay flower pot also can work.
Gather wood, twigs, pinecones or charcoal briquettes to burn. The pinecones will burn
hot and fast, just like the briquettes.
Make your own fire starters with materials you have at home.

What’s cooking?

Make it Your Own Campsite

Will you prepare a favorite meal over burning
firewood, camp stove or charcoal briquettes?

What will you bring on your backyard adventure?

Outdoor cooks use aluminum pie pans, cast-iron pots,
roasting sticks, aluminum foil and pie irons. What will
you use?
Try a new recipe on your backyard adventure. Have
you tried spider dog?









Use outdoor chairs, tree stumps or a picnic table.
Layout sleeping bags, bedding and blankets in the tent.
Light up the night with glow sticks, flashlights or lanterns.
Grab binoculars to watch wildlife.
Play outdoor games. Invent your own with items from
your home or garage.
Will pets be joining the campout?

Discover more backyard adventures
http://outdoornebraska.gov/onlineeducation/

