
2016 Season Dates
Firearm Bull    Sept. 24 - Oct. 23
Archery Bull    Sept. 15 - Oct. 23
Private Land Cow Aug. 15 - Oct. 23, Dec. 1 - 31
Public Land Cow Sept. 24 - Oct. 23, Dec. 1 - 31
Legal Weapons

• Rifles .25 caliber or larger that deliver at least 
1,700 foot-pounds of energy at 100 yards

• Muzzleloading rifles .45 caliber or larger
• Long bows, compound bows, recurve bows 

and shoulder-fired, nonelectronic crossbows 
(with a draw weight of at least 125 pounds).

• Hand-thrown spears
Restrictions

• Ammunition with multiple projectiles is 
illegal.

• Semi-automatics capable of holding more 
than six cartridges is illegal.

• Full-metal jacket and incendiary bullets are 
illegal.

• Arrows and spears must have a sharpened 
hunting head with a blade of at least 7/16-
inch cutting radius.

• Arrows and spears containing poison or 
stupefying chemical or having an explosive 
tip are illegal.

• Use of electronic calls for elk is illegal.
Sights - It is unlawful to use any electrical 
device to amplify natural light or to project a light 
beam or image to a target, including night-vision 
or infrared scopes and laser sights. Red-dot 
and illuminated reticle sights and scopes are 
permitted. Magnifying and variable-power scopes 
are allowed.
Shooting Hours - It is legal to shoot 30 minutes 
before sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset.
Get Permission - Permission is required when 
hunting private land. It is unlawful to hunt with a 
rifle within 200 yards of an occupied  dwelling or 
feedlot without specific permisson or within 100 
yards using other methods.
Unlawful Hunting Methods - It is unlawful to:

• chase, harass, run, kill or shoot at any elk 
from a moving motor vehicle or vessel.

• shoot from the right-of-way of a public road.
• carry a firearm on a snowmobile, except when 

it is unloaded and in a case.
• hunt from or with a snowmobile.
• use two-way radios, cell phones or any other 

electronic devices to transmit information 
about the location of any game animal or 
game bird to or from a conveyance of any 
type.

• use a spotlight or other artificial light from a 
vehicle or vessel while having in possession 
or control any firearm, crossbow or bow and 
arrow.

Hunter Orange - Archers do not have to wear 
hunter orange while hunting elk, but firearm and 
muzzleloader hunters must display on his or her 
head, chest and back at least 400 square inches 
of hunter orange material when hunting elk.
Permit - A permit or tag is valid only in the area 
for which it is issued and must be signed by the 
permittee. It is unlawful to borrow a permit or tag 
or to transfer or loan a permit or tag to another 
person.
Habitat Stamp - Residents 16 years of age and 
older and all nonresidents regardless of age must 
carry proof of a valid Nebraska habitat stamp 
while hunting big game. Only one habitat stamp 
is necessary for all hunting in any calendar year. 
Individuals with valid, fee-exempt permits are 
not required to purchase a habitat stamp to hunt 
big game. Those hunting their own land with a 
landowner permit do not need a habitat stamp.
Sale of Parts - It is lawful to sell the hide, hair, 
hooves, bones, and antlers of any elk that is 
taken legally. The sale or purchase of elk meat is 
unlawful.
Minimum Age - To hunt elk, 12 years
Report Game Violations - Call Nebraska 
Wildlife Crimestoppers at 1-800-742-7627. You 
may remain anonymous and be eligible for a 
cash reward.

2016 Elk Hunting Regulations



Checking - Elk must be delivered to a check 
station before leaving the state and within 48 
hours of kill, but no later than 1 p.m. of the day 
following the close of any portion of the season. 
Each permit holder must accompany his or her 
elk to the check station. The permit/tag and check 
station seal must be retained while transporting 
the animal to a point of permanent storage or 
processing.
Quartering - Hunters may remove meat from 
an elk carcass in the field, but the head and all 
edible portions of meat must then be presented 
at a check station.
Tagging - Immediately after an elk is taken, the 
hunter must punch holes in the permit, showing 
sex and date of kill. The canceled permit must be 
kept with the elk at all times.
Baiting - It is illegal to establish a baited area 
from 10 days before the opening of any big 
game or turkey season and throughout those 
entire seasons for the purposes of taking big 
game or turkey. An area within 200 yards of bait 
is considered baited for 10 days following the 
removal of all bait. The hunter and the animal 
must be outside a baited area.
Possession - There is no restriction on the 
length of time game birds or game animals may 
be possessed.

Hunter Education - Hunter education is 
required for hunters ages 12 through 29 hunting 
with a firearm or air gun. Bow hunter education is 
required for those ages while hunting big game 
with a bow and arrow or crossbow. They must 
carry with  them proof of certification.
Apprentice Hunter Education Exemption 
Certificate - Available for two consecutive years 
for hunters who have not completed hunter 
education. The fee is $5.
Accompaniment - All elk hunters age 12-15 
and all hunters using the Apprentice Hunter 
Education Exemption Certificate must be 
accompanied by a licensed hunter age 19 or 
older when hunting. The accompanying person, 
if age 19-29, must be certified in firearm hunter 
education if hunting with a firearm or crossbow, 
or bow hunter education if hunting with bow and 
arrow. He or she must be at all times in unaided 
visual and verbal communication with the hunter. 
There may be no more than two hunters using 
the certificate accompanied by the experienced 
hunter at any time.

2016 Elk Check Stations
Location     Address    Phone Number
Alliance, *NGPC district office  299 Husker Road, P.O. Box 725  308-763-2940
Bassett, *NGPC service center  524 Panzer St.  402-684-2921
Bassett, Rock County Sheriff  400 State St. 402-684-3811
Bridgeport, Cenex    102 W. 5th St.  308-262-0827
Chadron, Big Bat’s Shell   1250 W. U.S. Hwy. 20 308-432-4504
Crawford, Crossroads Mini Mart   1120 7th St.  308-665-2000
Harrison, Sid Meidell store   221 Main St.   308-665-5199 
Lewellen, D.P.’s Service   506 W. U.S. Hwy. 26 308-778-5611 or 308-772-4048
Norfolk, *NGPC district office  2201 N. 13th St.  402-370-3374
North Platte, *NGPC district office  301 E. State Farm Road 308-535-8025
   After hours in Box Elder Unit only: Lance, 308-362-7079 or Luke, 308-202-1448
            Alex, 308-660-4671 or Brandon, 308-530-3157
Gross, Nebrask Inn          402-583-9922
Valentine, Nim-Rods   319 W. U.S. Hwy. 20 402-376-1284
Valentine Fish Hatchery   90164 Hatchery Road   402-376-2244 or 402-376-5908

* Available 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Call district office for after-hours checking.
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