A Species Conservation Assessment
for
The Nebraska Natural Legacy Project

Nebraska Natural
Legacy Project

Prepared by Melissa J. Panella
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Wildlife Division
November 2013



% P

) * 4 "k g

Common Name

Burrowing Owl Scientific Name _ Athene cunicularia hypugaea

Order  Strigiformes Family Strigidae

G-Rank G4

S-Rank S3 Goal 4 Distribution Widespread

Criteria for selection as Tier | Ranked as imperiled or vulnerable in nearly all states in its range

Trends since 2005 in NE Increasing

Range in NE

Habitat

Threats

Western two-thirds of state

Prairie dog towns, short-grass prairie, mixed-grass prairie, heavily grazed
grasslands

Prairie dog control; habitat conversion (center pivots); loss of short, open grasslands;
plague in prairie dogs; industrial, utility, and wind energy development; insecticide
impacts; vehicle collisions and other impacts associated with disturbance by humans

Climate Change Vulnerability Index: not vulnerable, presumed stable (NatureServe 2013)

Research/Inventory Expand surveys to assess distribution and abundance; determine

Landscapes

productivity, cause of population variability (predators), status and trends of
prairie dogs, effects of wind energy development

Central Loess Hills, Cherry County Wetlands, Dismal River Headwaters, Elkhorn
River Headwaters, Keya Paha, Kimball Grasslands, Loess Canyons, Middle
Niobrara, North Platte River, Oglala Grasslands, Panhandle Prairies, Rainwater
Basin, Sandhills Alkaline Lakes, Sandsage Prairie, Upper Loup Rivers and
Tributaries, Upper Niobrara River, Verdigris-Bazile, Wildcat Hills, Willow Creek
Prairies
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